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The Chicago Manual of Style
Feb 08 2021 Searchable
electronic version of print
product with fully hyperlinked
cross-references.
Uxl Encyclopedia of Science
Oct 24 2019 "The third edition
of the UXL Encyclopedia of
Science comprises 10 volumes
that contain 798 entries
spanning life, earth, and
physical sciences. The entries
are written for a middle school
audience and explain
foundational concepts in
chemistry, cellularand
molecular biology, engineering,
technology, health, ecology,
and environmental science"-MHRA Style Guide May 23
2022 Now in its second edition,
the MHRA Style Guide is an
indispensable tool for authors
citation-machine-cite-newspaper

and editors of scholarly books,
contributors to academic
publications, and students
preparing theses. The Style
Guide succeeds the best-selling
MHRA Style Book, five editions
of which were published from
1971 to 1996. Though
originally designed for use in
connection with the
publications of the Modern
Humanities Research
Association, the Style Book
became a standard book of
reference, particularly in the
humanities, and has been
adopted by many other
authors, editors, and
publishers. This new edition of
the Style Guide has been
revised and updated by a
subcommittee of the MHRA. It
provides comprehensive
guidance on the preparation of

copy for publication and gives
clear and concise advice on
such matters as spelling
(including the spelling of
proper names and the
transliteration of Slavonic
names), abbreviations,
punctuation, the use of capitals
and italics, dates and numbers,
quotations, notes, and
references. Chapters on
indexing, the preparation of
theses and dissertations, and
proof correcting are also
included
How the Post Office Created
America Apr 29 2020 A
masterful history of a long
underappreciated institution,
How the Post Office Created
America examines the
surprising role of the postal
service in our nation’s political,
social, economic, and physical
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development. The founders
established the post office
before they had even signed
the Declaration of
Independence, and for a very
long time, it was the U.S.
government’s largest and most
important endeavor—indeed, it
was the government for most
citizens. This was no
conventional mail network but
the central nervous system of
the new body politic, designed
to bind thirteen quarrelsome
colonies into the United States
by delivering news about public
affairs to every citizen—a
radical idea that appalled
Europe’s great powers.
America’s uniquely democratic
post powerfully shaped its
lively, argumentative culture of
uncensored ideas and opinions
and made it the world’s
information and
communications superpower
with astonishing speed.
Winifred Gallagher presents
the history of the post office as
America’s own story, told from
a fresh perspective over more
than two centuries. The
mandate to deliver the
mail—then “the
media”—imposed the federal
footprint on vast, often
contested parts of the
continent and transformed a
wilderness into a social
landscape of post roads and
villages centered on post
offices. The post was the
catalyst of the nation’s
transportation grid, from the
stagecoach lines to the airlines,
and the lifeline of the great
migration from the Atlantic to
the Pacific. It enabled America
to shift from an agrarian to an
industrial economy and to
develop the publishing
citation-machine-cite-newspaper

industry, the consumer culture,
and the political party system.
Still one of the country’s two
major civilian employers, the
post was the first to hire
women, African Americans, and
other minorities for positions in
public life. Starved by two
world wars and the Great
Depression, confronted with
the country’s increasingly antiinstitutional mind-set, and
struggling with its doubled
mail volume, the post stumbled
badly in the turbulent 1960s.
Distracted by the ensuing
modernization of its traditional
services, however, it failed to
transition from paper mail to
email, which prescient
observers saw as its logical
next step. Now the post office
is at a crossroads. Before
deciding its future, Americans
should understand what this
grand yet overlooked
institution has accomplished
since 1775 and consider what it
should and could contribute in
the twenty-first century.
Gallagher argues that now,
more than ever before, the
imperiled post office deserves
this effort, because just as the
founders anticipated, it created
forward-looking,
communication-oriented, ideadriven America.
Born to Be Hurt Jul 21 2019
A behind-the-scenes critique of
the classic 1959 Douglas Sirk
film starring Lana Turner
evaluates its themes of racial
identity, ambition, and
motherhood while exploring
the ways in which the movie
influenced its actors and
reflected period views. 25,000
first printing.
Dataset Shift in Machine
Learning Aug 14 2021 An

overview of recent efforts in
the machine learning
community to deal with dataset
and covariate shift, which
occurs when test and training
inputs and outputs have
different distributions. Dataset
shift is a common problem in
predictive modeling that occurs
when the joint distribution of
inputs and outputs differs
between training and test
stages. Covariate shift, a
particular case of dataset shift,
occurs when only the input
distribution changes. Dataset
shift is present in most
practical applications, for
reasons ranging from the bias
introduced by experimental
design to the irreproducibility
of the testing conditions at
training time. (An example is email spam filtering, which
may fail to recognize spam that
differs in form from the spam
the automatic filter has been
built on.) Despite this, and
despite the attention given to
the apparently similar
problems of semi-supervised
learning and active learning,
dataset shift has received
relatively little attention in the
machine learning community
until recently. This volume
offers an overview of current
efforts to deal with dataset and
covariate shift. The chapters
offer a mathematical and
philosophical introduction to
the problem, place dataset shift
in relationship to transfer
learning, transduction, local
learning, active learning, and
semi-supervised learning,
provide theoretical views of
dataset and covariate shift
(including decision theoretic
and Bayesian perspectives),
and present algorithms for
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covariate shift. Contributors:
Shai Ben-David, Steffen Bickel,
Karsten Borgwardt, Michael
Brückner, David Corfield, Amir
Globerson, Arthur Gretton,
Lars Kai Hansen, Matthias
Hein, Jiayuan Huang, Choon
Hui Teo, Takafumi Kanamori,
Klaus-Robert Müller, Sam
Roweis, Neil Rubens, Tobias
Scheffer, Marcel Schmittfull,
Bernhard Schölkopf Hidetoshi
Shimodaira, Alex Smola, Amos
Storkey, Masashi Sugiyama
MLA Style Manual and Guide
to Scholarly Publishing Jun 24
2022 Provides information on
stylistic aspects of research
papers, theses, and
dissertations, including
sections on writing
fundamentals, MLA
documentation style, and
copyright law.
MLA Style Manual and Guide
to Scholarly Publishing Aug 26
2022 Provides information on
stylistic aspects of research
papers, theses, and
dissertations, including
sections on writing
fundamentals, MLA
documentation style, and
copyright law
Publication Manual of the
American Psychological
Association Dec 06 2020
Advances in Financial Machine
Learning Sep 03 2020 Machine
learning (ML) is changing
virtually every aspect of our
lives. Today ML algorithms
accomplish tasks that until
recently only expert humans
could perform. As it relates to
finance, this is the most
exciting time to adopt a
disruptive technology that will
transform how everyone
invests for generations.
Readers will learn how to
citation-machine-cite-newspaper

structure Big data in a way that
is amenable to ML algorithms;
how to conduct research with
ML algorithms on that data;
how to use supercomputing
methods; how to backtest your
discoveries while avoiding false
positives. The book addresses
real-life problems faced by
practitioners on a daily basis,
and explains scientifically
sound solutions using math,
supported by code and
examples. Readers become
active users who can test the
proposed solutions in their
particular setting. Written by a
recognized expert and portfolio
manager, this book will equip
investment professionals with
the groundbreaking tools
needed to succeed in modern
finance.
Introduction to Stochastic
Models Mar 29 2020 This book
provides a pedagogical
examination of the way in
which stochastic models are
encountered in applied
sciences and techniques such
as physics, engineering,
biology and genetics,
economics and social sciences.
It covers Markov and semiMarkov models, as well as their
particular cases: Poisson,
renewal processes, branching
processes, Ehrenfest models,
genetic models, optimal
stopping, reliability, reservoir
theory, storage models, and
queuing systems. Given this
comprehensive treatment of
the subject, students and
researchers in applied
sciences, as well as anyone
looking for an introduction to
stochastic models, will find this
title of invaluable use.
Publication Manual of the
American Psychological

Association Mar 21 2022 The
Publication Manual of the
American Psychological
Association is the style manual
of choice for writers, editors,
students, and educators in the
social and behavioral sciences,
nursing, education, business,
and related disciplines.
Principles Nov 05 2020 #1
New York Times Bestseller
“Significant...The book is both
instructive and surprisingly
moving.” —The New York
Times Ray Dalio, one of the
world’s most successful
investors and entrepreneurs,
shares the unconventional
principles that he’s developed,
refined, and used over the past
forty years to create unique
results in both life and
business—and which any
person or organization can
adopt to help achieve their
goals. In 1975, Ray Dalio
founded an investment firm,
Bridgewater Associates, out of
his two-bedroom apartment in
New York City. Forty years
later, Bridgewater has made
more money for its clients than
any other hedge fund in history
and grown into the fifth most
important private company in
the United States, according to
Fortune magazine. Dalio
himself has been named to
Time magazine’s list of the 100
most influential people in the
world. Along the way, Dalio
discovered a set of unique
principles that have led to
Bridgewater’s exceptionally
effective culture, which he
describes as “an idea
meritocracy that strives to
achieve meaningful work and
meaningful relationships
through radical transparency.”
It is these principles, and not
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anything special about
Dalio—who grew up an
ordinary kid in a middle-class
Long Island
neighborhood—that he believes
are the reason behind his
success. In Principles, Dalio
shares what he’s learned over
the course of his remarkable
career. He argues that life,
management, economics, and
investing can all be systemized
into rules and understood like
machines. The book’s hundreds
of practical lessons, which are
built around his cornerstones
of “radical truth” and “radical
transparency,” include Dalio
laying out the most effective
ways for individuals and
organizations to make
decisions, approach challenges,
and build strong teams. He also
describes the innovative tools
the firm uses to bring an idea
meritocracy to life, such as
creating “baseball cards” for all
employees that distill their
strengths and weaknesses, and
employing computerized
decision-making systems to
make believability-weighted
decisions. While the book brims
with novel ideas for
organizations and institutions,
Principles also offers a clear,
straightforward approach to
decision-making that Dalio
believes anyone can apply, no
matter what they’re seeking to
achieve. Here, from a man who
has been called both “the Steve
Jobs of investing” and “the
philosopher king of the
financial universe” (CIO
magazine), is a rare
opportunity to gain proven
advice unlike anything you’ll
find in the conventional
business press.
H. G. Wells's The Time
citation-machine-cite-newspaper

Machine Sep 22 2019 Provides
students and general readers
with a valuable introduction to
one of the most important and
widely read science fiction
novels of all time.
Concise Rules of APA Style
May 31 2020 This easy-to-use
pocket guide, compiled from
the sixth edition of the
"Publication Manual of the
American Psychological
Association," provides complete
guidance on the rules of style
that are critical for clear
communication.
Cite Them Right Jul 13 2021
This book is renowned as the
most comprehensive yet easyto-use guide to referencing
available. Tutors rely on the
advice to guide their students
in the skills of identifying and
referencing information
sources and avoiding
plagiarism. This new edition
has new and expanded content,
especially in relation to latest
electronic sources.
Handbook of Moral
Development Feb 26 2020 The
psychological study of moral
development has expanded
greatly, both in terms of the
diversity of theoretical
perspectives that are
represented in the field, as well
as in the range of topics that
have been studied. This
Handbook of Moral
Development represents the
diversity and multidisciplinary
influences on current
theorizing about the
psychological study of moral
development and the range and
broad scope of topics being
considered by scholars in the
field.
New Advances in Machine
Learning Oct 16 2021 The

purpose of this book is to
provide an up-to-date and
systematical introduction to the
principles and algorithms of
machine learning. The
definition of learning is broad
enough to include most tasks
that we commonly call
“learning” tasks, as we use the
word in daily life. It is also
broad enough to encompass
computers that improve from
experience in quite
straightforward ways. The book
will be of interest to industrial
engineers and scientists as well
as academics who wish to
pursue machine learning. The
book is intended for both
graduate and postgraduate
students in fields such as
computer science, cybernetics,
system sciences, engineering,
statistics, and social sciences,
and as a reference for software
professionals and practitioners.
The wide scope of the book
provides a good introduction to
many approaches of machine
learning, and it is also the
source of useful bibliographical
information.
The World Book
Encyclopedia Nov 17 2021 An
encyclopedia designed
especially to meet the needs of
elementary, junior high, and
senior high school students.
The Production of
Modernization Nov 24 2019
Daniel Lerner's 1958 book The
Passing of Traditional Society
was central in shaping Cold
War–era ideas about the use of
mass media and culture to
promote social and economic
progress in postcolonial
nations. Based on a study of
the effectiveness of
propaganda in the Middle East,
Lerner’s book claimed that
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exposure to American media
messages could motivate
“traditional” people in the
postcolonial nations to become
“modern” by cultivating
empathy for American ideas,
goods, and ways of life. The
Production of Modernization
examines Lerner’s writings to
construct the intellectual
trajectory of his thinking about
mass media and modernization
up to and beyond the
publication of his famous book.
Shah has written not just an
intellectual biography of Lerner
but also a history of the
discipline he shaped.
A Manual for Writers of
Dissertations Oct 28 2022
The Machine Stops Illustrated
May 11 2021 """The Machine
Stops"" is a science fiction
short story (12,300 words) by
E. M. Forster. After initial
publication in The Oxford and
Cambridge Review (November
1909), the story was
republished in Forster's The
Eternal Moment and Other
Stories in 1928. After being
voted one of the best novellas
up to 1965, it was included that
same year in the populist
anthology Modern Short
Stories.[1] In 1973 it was also
included in The Science Fiction
Hall of Fame, Volume Two.The
story, set in a world where
humanity lives underground
and relies on a giant machine
to provide its needs, predicted
technologies such as instant
messaging and the Internet."
The Epic of Gilgamesh Jul 01
2020 The ancient Sumerian
poem The Epic of Gilgamesh is
one of the oldest written stories
in existence, translated with an
introduction by Andrew George
in Penguin Classics.
citation-machine-cite-newspaper

Miraculously preserved on clay
tablets dating back as much as
four thousand years, the poem
of Gilgamesh, king of Uruk, is
the world's oldest epic,
predating Homer by many
centuries. The story tells of
Gilgamesh's adventures with
the wild man Enkidu, and of his
arduous journey to the ends of
the earth in quest of the
Babylonian Noah and the
secret of immortality.
Alongside its themes of family,
friendship and the duties of
kings, The Epic of Gilgamesh
is, above all, about mankind's
eternal struggle with the fear
of death. The Babylonian
version has been known for
over a century, but linguists
are still deciphering new
fragments in Akkadian and
Sumerian. Andrew George's
gripping translation brilliantly
combines these into a fluid
narrative and will long rank as
the definitive English
Gilgamesh. If you enjoyed The
Epic of Gilgamesh, you might
like Homer's Iliad, also
available in Penguin Classics.
'A masterly new verse
translation' The Times 'Andrew
George has skilfully bridged
the gap between a scholarly reedition and a popular work'
London Review of Books
The Contemporary Singer
Aug 22 2019 (Berklee Guide).
The second edition of this
bestselling, comprehensive
guide contains improved vocal
workouts and additional topics,
including performance anxiety
and healthy singing. The
companion audio makes this
guide an ideal tool for creating
a singing course for students of
almost any age or gender, who
can practice technique along

with lead sheets for such
standard vocal pieces as
"Yesterday" and "I Heard It
Through the Grapevine." Topics
covered include getting
started, posture, belting and
diction, maintaining vocal
health, microphone technique,
and much more.
Human-in-the-Loop Machine
Learning Jan 07 2021 Machine
learning applications perform
better with human feedback.
Keeping the right people in the
loop improves the accuracy of
models, reduces errors in data,
lowers costs, and helps you
ship models faster. Human-inthe-loop machine learning lays
out methods for humans and
machines to work together
effectively. You'll find best
practices on selecting sample
data for human feedback,
quality control for human
annotations, and designing
annotation interfaces. You'll
learn to dreate training data
for labeling, object detection,
and semantic segmentation,
sequence labeling, and more.
The book starts with the basics
and progresses to advanced
techniques like transfer
learning and self-supervision
within annotation workflows.
The Roman Near East, 31 B.C.A.D. 337 Jul 25 2022 From
Augustus to Constantine, the
Roman Empire in the Near East
expanded step by step,
southward to the Red Sea and
eastward across the Euphrates
to the Tigris. In a remarkable
work of interpretive history,
Fergus Millar shows us this
world as it was forged into the
Roman provinces of Syria,
Judaea, Arabia, and
Mesopotamia. His book
conveys the magnificent sweep
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of history as well as the rich
diversity of peoples, religions,
and languages that intermingle
in the Roman Near East.
Against this complex backdrop,
Millar explores questions of
cultural and religious identity
and ethnicity--as aspects of
daily life in the classical world
and as part of the larger issues
they raise. As Millar traces the
advance of Roman control, he
gives a lucid picture of Rome's
policies and governance over
its far-flung empire. He
introduces us to major regions
of the area and their
contrasting communities,
bringing out the different
strands of culture, communal
identity, language, and
religious belief in each. The
Roman Near East makes it
possible to see rabbinic
Judaism, early Christianity, and
eventually the origins of Islam
against the matrix of societies
in which they were formed.
Millar's evidence permits us to
assess whether the Near East
is best seen as a regional
variant of Graeco-Roman
culture or as in some true
sense oriental. A masterful
treatment of a complex period
and world, distilling a vast
amount of literary,
documentary, artistic, and
archaeological evidence-always reflecting new findings-this book is sure to become the
standard source for anyone
interested in the Roman
Empire or the history of the
Near East.
Suggestions to Medical Authors
and A.M.A. Style Book Sep 27
2022
The Indigo Book Feb 20 2022
This public domain book is an
open and compatible
citation-machine-cite-newspaper

implementation of the Uniform
System of Citation.
Probabilistic Machine Learning
Apr 10 2021 A detailed and upto-date introduction to machine
learning, presented through
the unifying lens of
probabilistic modeling and
Bayesian decision theory. This
book offers a detailed and upto-date introduction to machine
learning (including deep
learning) through the unifying
lens of probabilistic modeling
and Bayesian decision theory.
The book covers mathematical
background (including linear
algebra and optimization),
basic supervised learning
(including linear and logistic
regression and deep neural
networks), as well as more
advanced topics (including
transfer learning and
unsupervised learning). End-ofchapter exercises allow
students to apply what they
have learned, and an appendix
covers notation. Probabilistic
Machine Learning grew out of
the author’s 2012 book,
Machine Learning: A
Probabilistic Perspective. More
than just a simple update, this
is a completely new book that
reflects the dramatic
developments in the field since
2012, most notably deep
learning. In addition, the new
book is accompanied by online
Python code, using libraries
such as scikit-learn, JAX,
PyTorch, and Tensorflow,
which can be used to
reproduce nearly all the
figures; this code can be run
inside a web browser using
cloud-based notebooks, and
provides a practical
complement to the theoretical
topics discussed in the book.

This introductory text will be
followed by a sequel that
covers more advanced topics,
taking the same probabilistic
approach.
ACS Style Guide Aug 02 2020
In the time since the second
edition of The ACS Style Guide
was published, the rapid
growth of electronic
communication has
dramatically changed the
scientific, technical, and
medical (STM) publication
world. This dynamic mode of
dissemination is enabling
scientists, engineers, and
medical practitioners all over
the world to obtain and
transmit information quickly
and easily. An essential
constant in this changing
environment is the requirement
that information remain
accurate, clear, unambiguous,
and ethically sound. This
extensive revision of The ACS
Style Guide thoroughly
examines electronic tools now
available to assist STM writers
in preparing manuscripts and
communicating with
publishers. Valuable updates
include discussions of markup
languages, citation of
electronic sources, online
submission of manuscripts, and
preparation of figures, tables,
and structures. In keeping
current with the changing
environment, this edition also
contains references to many
resources on the internet. With
this wealth of new information,
The ACS Style Guide's Third
Edition continues its long
tradition of providing
invaluable insight on ethics in
scientific communication, the
editorial process, copyright,
conventions in chemistry,
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grammar, punctuation,
spelling, and writing style for
any STM author, reviewer, or
editor. The Third Edition is the
definitive source for all
information needed to write,
review, submit, and edit
scholarly and scientific
manuscripts.
The Art of Failure Apr 22 2022
An exploration of why we play
video games despite the fact
that we are almost certain to
feel unhappy when we fail at
them. We may think of video
games as being "fun," but in
The Art of Failure, Jesper Juul
claims that this is almost
entirely mistaken. When we
play video games, our facial
expressions are rarely those of
happiness or bliss. Instead, we
frown, grimace, and shout in
frustration as we lose, or die,
or fail to advance to the next
level. Humans may have a
fundamental desire to succeed
and feel competent, but game
players choose to engage in an
activity in which they are
nearly certain to fail and feel
incompetent. So why do we
play video games even though
they make us unhappy? Juul
examines this paradox. In video
games, as in tragic works of
art, literature, theater, and
cinema, it seems that we want
to experience unpleasantness
even if we also dislike it.
Reader or audience reaction to
tragedy is often explained as
catharsis, as a purging of
negative emotions. But, Juul
points out, this doesn't seem to
be the case for video game
players. Games do not purge us
of unpleasant emotions; they
produce them in the first place.
What, then, does failure in
video game playing do? Juul
citation-machine-cite-newspaper

argues that failure in a game is
unique in that when you fail in
a game, you (not a character)
are in some way inadequate.
Yet games also motivate us to
play more, in order to escape
that inadequacy, and the
feeling of escaping failure
(often by improving skills) is a
central enjoyment of games.
Games, writes Juul, are the art
of failure: the singular art form
that sets us up for failure and
allows us to experience it and
experiment with it. The Art of
Failure is essential reading for
anyone interested in video
games, whether as
entertainment, art, or
education.
Robot Vision Dec 26 2019
"Presents a solid framework for
understanding existing work
and planning future research."-Cover.
The Hype Machine Jun 12 2021
A landmark insider’s tour of
how social media affects our
decision-making and shapes
our world in ways both useful
and dangerous, with critical
insights into the social media
trends of the 2020 election and
beyond “The book might be
described as prophetic. . . . At
least two of Aral’s three
predictions have come to
fruition.”—New York NAMED
ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY WIRED •
LONGLISTED FOR THE
PORCHLIGHT BUSINESS
BOOK AWARD Social media
connected the world—and gave
rise to fake news and
increasing polarization. It is
paramount, MIT professor
Sinan Aral says, that we
recognize the outsize effect
social media has on us—on our
politics, our economy, and even

our personal health—in order
to steer today’s social
technology toward its great
promise while avoiding the
ways it can pull us apart.
Drawing on decades of his own
research and business
experience, Aral goes under
the hood of the most powerful
social networks to tackle the
critical question of just how
much social media actually
shapes our choices, for better
or worse. He shows how the
tech behind social media offers
the same set of behavior
influencing levers to everyone
who hopes to change the way
we think and act—from Russian
hackers to brand
marketers—which is why its
consequences affect everything
from elections to business,
dating to health. Along the
way, he covers a wide array of
topics, including how network
effects fuel Twitter’s and
Facebook’s massive growth,
the neuroscience of how social
media affects our brains, the
real consequences of fake
news, the power of social
ratings, and the impact of
social media on our kids. In
mapping out strategies for
being more thoughtful
consumers of social media, The
Hype Machine offers the
definitive guide to
understanding and harnessing
for good the technology that
has redefined our world
overnight.
Lie Machines Mar 09 2021
Technology is breaking politics
– what can be done about it?
Artificially intelligent “bot”
accounts attack politicians and
public figures on social media.
Conspiracy theorists publish
junk news sites to promote
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their outlandish beliefs.
Campaigners create fake
dating profiles to attract young
voters. We live in a world of
technologies that misdirect our
attention, poison our political
conversations, and jeopardize
our democracies. With massive
amounts of social media and
public polling data, and in
depth interviews with political
consultants, bot writers, and
journalists, Philip N. Howard
offers ways to take these “lie
machines” apart. Lie Machines
is full of riveting behind the
scenes stories from the world’s
biggest and most damagingly
successful misinformation
initiatives—including those
used in Brexit and U.S.
elections. Howard not only
shows how these campaigns
evolved from older propaganda
operations but also exposes
their new powers, gives us
insight into their effectiveness,
and shows us how to shut them
down.
Machine Learning Oct 04 2020
A comprehensive introduction
to machine learning that uses
probabilistic models and
inference as a unifying
approach. Today's Web-enabled
deluge of electronic data calls
for automated methods of data
analysis. Machine learning
provides these, developing
methods that can automatically
detect patterns in data and
then use the uncovered
patterns to predict future data.
This textbook offers a
comprehensive and selfcontained introduction to the
field of machine learning,
based on a unified,
probabilistic approach. The
coverage combines breadth
and depth, offering necessary
citation-machine-cite-newspaper

background material on such
topics as probability,
optimization, and linear
algebra as well as discussion of
recent developments in the
field, including conditional
random fields, L1
regularization, and deep
learning. The book is written in
an informal, accessible style,
complete with pseudo-code for
the most important algorithms.
All topics are copiously
illustrated with color images
and worked examples drawn
from such application domains
as biology, text processing,
computer vision, and robotics.
Rather than providing a
cookbook of different heuristic
methods, the book stresses a
principled model-based
approach, often using the
language of graphical models
to specify models in a concise
and intuitive way. Almost all
the models described have
been implemented in a
MATLAB software
package—PMTK (probabilistic
modeling toolkit)—that is freely
available online. The book is
suitable for upper-level
undergraduates with an
introductory-level college math
background and beginning
graduate students.
Teaching Machines Dec 18
2021 How ed tech was born:
Twentieth-century teaching
machines--from Sidney
Pressey's mechanized testgiver to B. F. Skinner's
behaviorist bell-ringing box.
Contrary to popular belief, ed
tech did not begin with videos
on the internet. The idea of
technology that would allow
students to "go at their own
pace" did not originate in
Silicon Valley. In Teaching

Machines, education writer
Audrey Watters offers a lively
history of predigital
educational technology, from
Sidney Pressey's mechanized
positive-reinforcement provider
to B. F. Skinner's behaviorist
bell-ringing box. Watters shows
that these machines and the
pedagogy that accompanied
them sprang from ideas--bitesized content, individualized
instruction--that had legs and
were later picked up by
textbook publishers and early
advocates for computerized
learning. Watters pays
particular attention to the role
of the media--newspapers,
magazines, television, and film-in shaping people's
perceptions of teaching
machines as well as the
psychological theories
underpinning them. She
considers these machines in
the context of education
reform, the political
reverberations of Sputnik, and
the rise of the testing and
textbook industries. She
chronicles Skinner's attempts
to bring his teaching machines
to market, culminating in the
famous behaviorist's efforts to
launch Didak 101, the "preverbal" machine that taught
spelling. (Alternate names
proposed by Skinner include
"Autodidak," "Instructomat,"
and "Autostructor.") Telling
these somewhat cautionary
tales, Watters challenges what
she calls "the teleology of ed
tech"--the idea that not only is
computerized education
inevitable, but technological
progress is the sole driver of
events.
The Charisma Machine Jan 19
2022 A fascinating examination
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of technological utopianism
and its complicated
consequences. In The Charisma
Machine, Morgan Ames
chronicles the life and legacy of
the One Laptop per Child
project and explains
why—despite its failures—the
same utopian visions that
inspired OLPC still motivate
other projects trying to use
technology to “disrupt”
education and development.
Announced in 2005 by MIT
Media Lab cofounder Nicholas
Negroponte, One Laptop per
Child promised to transform
the lives of children across the
Global South with a small,
sturdy, and cheap laptop
computer, powered by a hand
crank. In reality, the project
fell short in many
ways—starting with the hand
crank, which never
materialized. Yet the project
remained charismatic to many
who were captivated by its
claims of access to educational
opportunities previously out of
reach. Behind its promises,
OLPC, like many technology
projects that make similarly
grand claims, had a
fundamentally flawed vision of
who the computer was made
for and what role technology
should play in learning.

citation-machine-cite-newspaper

Drawing on fifty years of
history and a seven-month
study of a model OLPC project
in Paraguay, Ames reveals that
the laptops were not only
frustrating to use, easy to
break, and hard to repair, they
were designed for “technically
precocious boys”—idealized
younger versions of the
developers themselves—rather
than the children who were
actually using them. The
Charisma Machine offers a
cautionary tale about the allure
of technology hype and the
problems that result when
utopian dreams drive
technology development.
Inventing the Cotton Gin Jan
27 2020 Lakwete shows how
indentured British, and later
enslaved Africans, built and
used foot-powered models to
process the cotton they grew
for export. After Eli Whitney
patented his wire-toothed gin,
southern mechanics
transformed it into the saw gin,
offering stiff competition to
northern manufacturers.
Engineering News Jun 19 2019
The Twittering Machine Sep
15 2021 A brilliant probe into
the political and psychological
effects of our changing
relationship with social media
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Former social media executives
tell us that the system is an
addiction-machine. We are
users, waiting for our next hit
as we like, comment and share.
We write to the machine as
individuals, but it responds by
aggregating our fantasies,
desires and frailties into data,
and returning them to us as a
commodity experience. The
Twittering Machine is an
unflinching view into the
calamities of digital life: the
circus of online trolling,
flourishing alt-right
subcultures, pervasive
corporate surveillance, and the
virtual data mines of Facebook
and Google where we spend
considerable portions of our
free time. In this polemical tour
de force, Richard Seymour
shows how the digital world is
changing the ways we speak,
write, and think. Through
journalism, psychoanalytic
reflection and insights from
users, developers, security
experts and others, Seymour
probes the human side of the
machine, asking what we’re
getting out of it, and what
we’re getting into. Social media
held out the promise that we
could make our own history–to
what extent did we choose the
nightmare that it has become?
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